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CONFUSED WILDLIFE 

òIn looking at the rural nature where many devel-

opments propose to go, wildlife abounds, 

streams run through watersheds to feed oxygen 

to the lake, and wetlands are prolific.ó 

                                             Read more, page  4  

Blue Creek Bay offers good birding and is listed 

as part of the Wolf Lodge Site on the Idaho 

Birding Trail.   

   

Birding Blue Creek Bay  

 

By Kris Buchler, Coeur dõAlene Audobon Society 

 

 It is 6:00 A.M when fellow Auduboner Lisa 

Hardy and I meet just north of Blue Creek Bay 

along Yellowstone Trail.  We are there to begin 

our monthly bird monitoring of the Wolf Lodge 

Bay Important Birding Area (IBA), which includes 

six plots of various habitats.  Four of these are 

in the Blue Creek Bay area.  We have done this 

for over four years since Scott Robinson, a wild-

life biologist for the BLM, nominated it as an 

IBA. 

                                       continued on page 5  

Comprehensive Plan  

Workshops     
 

Following the recommendation in the Kezziah-

Watkins Report, the consulting firm hired by 

Kootenai County, the County Planning Commis-

sion created geographic sub -areas to gather in-

formation it can use in revising the Comprehen-

sive Plan.  The Commission has met with people 

from these sub -areas numerous times and sent 

the message that the revised comprehensive 

plan will express the wishes of all the countyõs 

residents.  

                                    continued on page 3  

Northern Pygmy Owl  
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Directorõs Corner                 
Barry Rosenberg  

 

Moving Forward  
 

Kootenai County and the Coeur d'Alene Basin seem to be a magnet 

for environmental controversy and problems. Fortunately, Kootenai 

Environmental Alliance and many enlightened citizens, decision -

makers and agency representatives are tenaciously grappling with 

these problems and, in many cases, succeeding in turning back 

threats to our environment and quality of life.  

 

Hereõs one example. I attended a hearing of the Aquifer Protection 

District Policy and Budget Committee meeting on July 11, and was 

impressed with the recommendations that they are submitting to the 

Kootenai County Commission.  

 

The need for the establishment of the Aquifer Protection District 

became critical when the Idaho legislature pulled the plug on 

financing aquifer protection. The legislators viewed aquifer 

protection as a local issue and felt that money should be raised 

locally.  

 

I had the privilege of representing KEA on the committee that 

drafted legislation for creation of the District, which was then 

approved in the last state legislative session. The measure then went 

before the voters as a ballot initiative in the 2006 fall election and 

was overwhelmingly approved by residents who live over the aquifer.  

 

The legislation allows up to $12 per year for residential properties 

and $24 per year for businesses. Since this is the first year of the 

creation of the District, the committee made a conservative fee 

recommendation of $8 per year to all of the approximately 52,000 

properties within the boundaries of the aquifer and will evaluate its 

sufficiency when they create the budget for the next fiscal year.  

 

The money raised for this fiscal year 2008 will go towards 

supporting the aquifer protection efforts of Panhandle Health and 

the Idaho Dept. of Environmental Quality. These recommendations 

have been sent to the Kootenai County Commission for its approval.  

 

Other good water news. In my travels around Kootenai County I am 

noticing that more folks are limiting their lawn watering to the 

evening or morning instead of during the day when approximately 

50% of the water can be lost to evaporation. Water savings measures 

are especially critical during these hot summers when demand is up 

to five times higher than it is during the non -irrigation months.  

 

Last, but certainly not least, big kudos to all those folks attending 

KEA sponsored Sub -Area workshops. They are investing a lot of time 

on their comments to the comprehensive plan revision. They are 

determined to insure the quality of life is protected in Kootenai 

County. Hats off to Carol Sebastian, Wes Hanson and Janet Torline 

for facilitating these workshops.  
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Comprehensive Plan  

                                . . . from page 1  

 

Kootenai Environmental Alliance,  with a grant 

from  the Seattle -based Bullitt Foundation, has 

been conducting a series of workshops during 

which people from these sub -areas expressed 

their ideas on future development.  They dis-

cussed these visions at the first workshop and 

returned home to hear what their neighbors had 

to say.  When they attended the second work-

shop, they drafted sub -area plans for their com-

munities.  The plans are now being reviewed and 

will be finalized by the end of July.  After that, 

the community plans will be presented to the 

planning commission for possible inclusion in 

the revised Comprehensive Plan.  

 

These community plans include a land -use den-

sity map containing recommended land uses and 

a written text that outlines broad goals and spe-

cific suggestions on how to reach them.  They 

also request that the Planning Commission and 

county commissioners authorize the creation of 

sub -area community design review committees.  

These groups would hear developersõ proposals 

early in the planning process and send their advi-

sory recommendations regarding them to the 

Planning Commission.  These committees would 

examine how developments fit in their communi-

ties and would supply county planners with pub-

lic input.  

 

The sub -area groups organized their plans to 

match Idahoõs land-use planning law require-

ments.  They considered property rights, popula-

tion distribution, schools, economic develop-

ment, land use compatibility, natural resources, 

hazardous areas, public infrastructure, transpor-

tation, recreation, special sites, housing, overall 

community design, and implementation.  

 

Even though members of the development com-

munity have been invited to express their ideas 

through these community -planning workshops 

and at numerous Planning Commission meet-

ings, they have been noticeably absent.  

 

Does their silence indicate they have little inter-

est in the Comprehensive Plan?  That is hard to 

believe.  It would be a shame if they intend to 

change the plan to their liking at the last minute 

or oppose its adoption.  Unfortunately, this hap-

pened as the 1994 Comprehensive Plan was be-

ing written.  To his credit, Commissioner Kent 

Helmer defied development pressure and voted 

for the plan.  Subsequently, he lost his partyõs 

primary election endorsement.  After the 1994 

planõs passage, development-friendly county 

commissioners put off adopting an up -to -date 

zoning ordinance.  

 

Because of their stonewalling, Kootenai County 

has a 1994 Comprehensive Plan but an anti-

quated 1974 zoning ordinance.  Though all the 

unplanned growth that afflicts Kootenai County 

cannot be blamed on an outdated zoning ordi-

nance, it and the failure of County Commission-

ers to defend diverse community values has con-

tributed to the destruction of communities and 

construction of some inappropriate and mis-

placed developments.  

 

KEA hopes the current County Commissioners 

will represent the general public and not special 

interests when it comes to adopting the revised 

comprehensive plan and ordinances.  

 

In sponsoring community planning workshops, 

Kootenai Environmental Alliance has advanced 

the following beliefs: that development will occur 

and needs to be planned to perpetuate commu-

nity values; that growth which fosters healthy 

communities can be planned; that people living 

in them know them best and have a vital interest 

in maintaining them, and that people can coop-

eratively fashion balanced community plans that 

protect our natural resources and quality of life.  

 

Kootenai Environmental Alliance supports re-

sponsible growth that promotes healthy, well -

rounded communities where people can lead 

meaningful lives and be responsible for main-

taining the quality of life in their neighborhoods 

and communities.  

 

                                     ñJanet Torline  
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Working Hard to Maintain  
Responsible Growth  

 

by  Bev Twillmann with Neighbors for Responsible Growth  

 

Growth in Kootenai County is inevitable. We are seeing an ever -increasing amount of large, private 

urban developments pushing to put in golf courses and private gated communities containing hun-

dreds of multi -million dollar homes.  Developers donõt see or want to understand that what they are 

proposing just doesnõt fit the area.  They definitely donõt see the destruction they are creating; eyes 

are focused on dollar signs only.  

 

We see trees coming down, golfing greens going in, clubhouses, huge homes for part -time citizens 

being constructed -  much of what is drawing folk to this area (the natural beauty) will in a short 

time be destroyed forever.  In looking at the rural nature where many of these developments pro-

pose to go, wildlife abounds, streams run down watersheds to feed oxygen to the Lake Coeur 

dõAlene, and wetlands are prolific.  Damage can be seen already, caused by this invasion in an agri-

culturally rural area.   

 

Columbia bottom basalt, one of the least porous geological formations, covers most of the hillsides 

on the East Side of Lake Coeur dõAlene.  Yet developments come in, blast their way through this 

natural watershed area, crush the basalt for their private roads, dig away the land for golf courses 

which will need fertilizing to maintain their artificially planted greens.  Anger doesnõt begin to de-

scribe what citizens here and elsewhere are feeling.  

 

We are also feeling fear.  Fear of a lost lifestyle we chose to make; fear that our wells, streams, and 

Lake are being polluted, fear that the only road leading into this area ñ Hwy 97 ñ is already too 

dangerous and overused by huge construction traffic, fear we cannot afford to stay with ever -

increasing taxes, fear of whatõs coming next. 

 

Chateau de Loire Development, presently working its way through the Countyõs hearing process, is 

asking for a PUD and Subdivision on 578 acres at the top of Beauty Bay Hill.  They are hoping to get 

500 multi -million dollar homes, an 18 hole golf course with a clubhouse and restaurant, an amphi-

theater, helipad, destination spa, RV & boat storage, retail stores, an athletic/recreation center and 

two rock -crushing stations (all of this private).  Remember, this is without any municipal services 

anywhere near to the land.   

 

Powderhorn/Heartland Developmentõs request along the Powderhorn Bay area is just as ludicrous.  

They are hoping to get 3 golf courses and in time, 1300 multi -million dollar homes; again, without 

any municipal services available.  All this proposed growth in an area serviced by volunteer emer-

gency services, no available municipal water or waste treatment plants, and limited access via Hwy 

97 and Hwy 3, both being two lane, windy mountainous roads.  

 

Responsible growth - I donõt think so.  To quote Commissioner Rick Currie, òYou donõt place a small 

city in the middle of a rural environment with no municipal hookups without anticipating problems 

down the road.ó 

 

Please come and express your concerns regarding the Chateau de Loireõs request before the Hear-

ing Examiner on August 29
th

 at 6 PM.  The Powderhorn/Heartland request is presently in the courts 

on appeal.   Further information available by emailing responsiblegrowthkc@gmail.com.  

 ò. . . much of what is drawing folk to this area (the natural beauty) will in 

a short time be destroyed forever.ó 
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BLUE CREEK ñ continued from page 1 . . .  

 

 Our first stop is the ponderosa pine forest 

where we will spend our usual 20 minutes watch-

ing, listening and recording all species seen and 

heard.  We are greeted by the trill of the Spotted 

Towhee, a Song Sparrow and the chattering of 

Black-capped Chickadees.  As we follow the 

horse trail up the hill, we hear the òpeekó of a 

Hairy Woodpecker, one of the many nesting spe-

cies that use the numerous snags on this slope.  

Soon we hear the buzz of a Western Wood Pe-

wee, then the chitter of Pygmy Nuthatches.  

Many of these species are our usual residents, 

but there are always surprises such as warblers 

that move through, hawks, or other woodpeck-

ers.  

 

 The meadow north of the bay is our next habitat 

and plot.  Since we record all birds heard, we 

also record the birds 

inhabiting the forest on 

the east side of Landing 

Road.  This gives us a 

rich mix of species.  

The willows along the 

meadow shelter Willow 

Flycatcher, Yellow War-

bler, and a òmewingó 

Gray Catbird.  Perched 

in the cottonwoods are Black -billed Magpies, 

Northern Flicker and several Cedar Waxwings.  

Stellerõs Jays follow us and announce our path to 

Song Sparrows, chickadees, and on the wooded 

side, Red -breasted Nuthatches and a singing Or-

ange -crowned Warbler. Twice we have seen an 

immature Bald Eagle fly north, up Blue Creek, 

making us wonder about his mission.  A North-

ern Pygmy -Owl hid in the branches of a ponder-

osa pine.  This tiny, diurnal owl feeds on unsus-

pecting songbirds.  

 

Along the bay we sometimes encounter fisher-

men, but we no longer do the counts on week-

ends when noisy campers infringe on the peace-

ful harmony that usually exists.  Osprey and Bald 

Eagle are sometimes seen but the Canada Geese 

seem to be the primary nesters in the area.  

Families with young are common in late spring.  

Wood Duck like the quiet, marshy areas along 

the northern edge where other dabblers such as 

Mallard, American Wigeon, Northern Pintail, 

Green-winged Teal and Gadwall feed.  Fall and 

winter will bring divers including Bufflehead, 

Common Goldeneye, Ring -necked Duck, Com-

mon Merganser and Red -necked and Pied -billed 

Grebes. If we are lucky, weõll have a Common 

Loon in the Bay, as they stop on Lake Coeur 

dõAlene during both spring and fall migrations. 

 

 Mixed coniferous forest is our 

fourth habitat plot.  Our small 

game trail takes us down the 

slope from the road into a tan-

gled forest.  A Pileated Wood-

pecker announces itself, but 

can not drown out a very small 

but loudly singing Cassinõs 

Vireo.  I donõt think we have 

ever seen this bird in the four 

years we have been doing this.  

Each spring we joyfully await 

the drumming of a Ruffed Grouse here, equaled 

only by the loud rasping of a Winter Wren that is 

telling us we are getting too close to its nest site.  

Once we were surprised by a small group of Pine 

Grosbeak, a species hard to find at this eleva-

tion.  On our last count, three Gray Jays silently 

spied on us.  Winter finds bird life very sparse in 

this plot and we hope Chestnut -backed Chicka-

dees and nuthatches are foraging.  

 

 Blue Creek Bay offers good birding and is listed 

as part of the Wolf Lodge Site on the Idaho Bird-

ing Trail.  Booklets are available at IDFG, or infor-

mation is available on its website.  

 

               http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/  
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òLive Earthó Indeed ! 
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BLUE CREEK BAY PUBLIC LANDS 

BOON TO RECREATION  

By Barry Rosenberg  

Thereõs good news for those who like to hike and rec-

reate in a quiet, forested area close to Coeur d'Alene. 

Over the course of 12 years, the Bureau of Land Man-

agement (BLM) has acquired 669 acres above and 

around Blue Creek Bay, located about 3+ miles south-

west of Coeur d'Alene. The land has been acquired 

through various purchases, including a large purchase 

from Mr. Jack Forest, a donation from Idaho Forest 

Resources, and a land exchange.  

 

The purpose of the acquisition is for wildlife and fish-

eries conservation, lake access, recreational uses and 

cultural resource conservation. There is diverse wild-

life on the property including wild turkeys, deer, black 

bear and various bird species. The historic Mullen 

Road also runs through a portion of the property.  

Some of the activities being considered for the area 

besides hiking and wildlife viewing are bicycling, pic-

nicking, horseback riding, bow hunting, and boat ac-

cess to Blue Creek Bay.  

 

The BLM is currently soliciting public input for a man-

agement plan of the area. In the meantime it is imple-

menting a few preliminary public use restrictions such 

as: no possession of loaded firearms; a 48 hour camp-

ing limit; no camping except at a log landing area; no 

off -highway vehicles except on County roads, and no 

firewood collection.  

 

The agency will hold two more public workshops: a 

field trip to the area on July 21 at 9 AM, and a meeting 

at the BLM Field Office on September 24 at 7 PM 

where plans and alternatives will be discussed. The 

BLM office is located at 3815 Schreiber Way in Coeur 

d'Alene (in the same building as the Idaho Panhandle 

National Forests Supervisorõs Office). 

 

The BLM anticipates completing the planning and 

preparation of the required National Environment Pol-

icy Act documents by 2008. Shortly thereafter the 

agency hopes to begin implementing the Plan.  

If you are interested in how the area will be managed, 

and I hope you are, attend the field trip on July 21, 

and the September meeting. This is a wonderful op-

portunity to be able to recreate in a quiet, forested 

area (no motor vehicles, hopefully) so close to your 

backyard.  

 

For more information contact Brian White, BLM Recrea-

tion Specialist at 769 -5031 or brian_white@blm.gov .  

The Bureau of Land Management  has 

begun a comprehensive planning 

process for the area and is request-

ing public participation.   

Join us as we tour the Blue Creek site 

on  

Saturday, July 21st  

9:00am  

Meet at  the northside of I -90,  

Wolf Creek Lodge exit  

(near the dumpsters)  


