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Roadless Environmental Impact Statement Released

On August 29, 2008, the Forest Service re-
leased the final Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) for the National Forest System lands in
Idaho (Idaho Roadless Rule). Unfortunately, but
not surprising given the current administration’s
general disregard for the environment, the
document allows logging and road construction
in many existing roadless areas on the Idaho
Panhandle National Forests.

A new alternative was added to the final EIS
as a result of comments that were submitted by
the public in response to the draft EIS. The draft
EIS divided each of the individual roadless areas
in Idaho into five categories: Wild Land Recrea-
tion, Special Areas of Historic and Tribal Signifi-
cance, Primitive, Backcountry/Restoration, and
General Forest, Rangeland, Grassland (GFRG).
The draft EIS identified the first three categories
as having higher quality roadless qualities than
the last two categories. The final EIS included a
new “Alternative 4.” This alternative made slight
changes to the logging and road construction/
road reconstruction that could take place in the
Backcountry/ Restoration areas and in the Gen-
eral Forest, Rangeland, and Grassland (GFRG)
areas. Alternative 4 identifies approximately
5,312,900 acres in Idaho that have been placed
in the Backcountry/Restoration category, with an
additional 405,900 acres that are in the General
Forest, Rangeland, and Grassland (GFRG) cate-

gory.

This new Alternative continues to be sig-
nificantly weaker than the original 2001
Roadless Rule. The Forest Service discusses the
2001 Roadless Rule in the final EIS (p. 5) ac-
knowledging, “Timber cutting activities and road
construction/reconstruction were identified as
having the greatest likelihood of altering and
fragmenting landscapes, and the greatest likeli-
hood of resulting in an immediate, long-term
loss of roadless area values and characteristics;
therefore, these activities were prohibited, with
certain exceptions in each roadless area.”

An examination of Alternative 4 shows that
road construction would be allowed on approxi-
mately 71,000 acres of roadless areas on the
Idaho Panhandle National Forests. This is due to
the number of acres in each roadless area that
are now classified as being in a Community Pro-
tection Zone (CPZ) as defined by the Healthy
Forest Restoration Act (HFRA). HFRA defines a
community protection zone (CPZ) as “an area
extending %2 mile from the boundary of an at-
risk community; an area within 1% miles of the
boundary of at-risk community, including any
land that has a sustained steep slope that cre-
ates the potential for wildfire behavior endan-
gering an at-risk community; or has a geo-
graphic feature that aids in creating an effective
fire break, such as a road or ridge top.”

(cont’d on page 4)
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Executive Director’s Corner
Barry Rosenberg

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE BLUE ALDER TIMBER SALE

The proposed Blue Alder timber sale in the Wolf Lodge Creek
Drainage has importance that goes beyond its potential
environmental damage to the already impaired streams in the area
and its effects on Lake Coeur d'Alene. Those of you who waded
through my long article on the timber sale in the summer issue of
Perspectives will remember my concern for the sale’s environmental
impacts as well as a high degree of skepticism about the chances that
the Forest Service would honor its commitment to the Coeur d'Alene
Forestry Coalition (the collaborative group) and the public.

The Coeur d'Alene River Ranger District did not keep its promise.
After working with the collaborative group for two years, it committed
to leave clumps of trees equaling 40% of each unit. It made a similar
promise to the public in the Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
timber sale. A Forest Service field trip to a representative unit in
August revealed no retention of 40% of the trees; instead, most of the
trees, large and small in the 40 acre unit, were planned to be cut
resembling a clearcut with a few trees left standing.

According to the pre-sale advertisement, the Forest Service
reduced the sale’s acreage by 300 acres, but it increased the logged
volume from nine million board feet to 11.5 million board feet. |
believe the reason for the increased volume is that the Forest Service
planned to conduct clearcut-like logging on most of the units.

KEA’s decision not to participate in the collaborative group was
validated by the results of the collaboration. First, it was not
appropriate to locate a major timber sale in the Wolf Lodge Creek
drainage because it has already been heavily logged. The Horizon
timber sale took place in the same area about 11 years ago resulting
in many large clearcuts. The timber sale area also has four streams
that do not meet state water quality standards. Many of the Blue Alder
units to be logged are native forests that were spared during the
Horizon timber sale and are adjacent to, or are surrounded by those
clearcuts.

Frankly, KEA did not participate in the collaborative process
because its staff and board members have a high degree of
8klepticism resulting from our dealings with the Idaho Panhandle
National Forests (IPNF) for over 25 years. For instance, KEA met with
the Coeur d'Alene River Ranger District after the release of the Blue
Alder EA and repeatedly asked for a description of how each of the
units would be logged. They said they did not have that information.
When asked how they determined the environmental impacts if they
did not have this information, the Forest Service replied that they
based the impacts on the fact 35-45% of the trees in the units would
be retained. Obviously, a blatant misrepresentation of what the Forest

Service had really planned to do.
(Cont’d on next page)
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Perhaps the most disconcerting aspect of the
Blue Alder timber sale is the fact that the col-
laborative group bought off on the effects analy-
sis in the EA even though the analysis does not
comply with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA). NEPA requires that the Forest Service
disclose the environmental impacts of the sale
and its conclusions must be supported by scien-
tifically credible information. The focus of the
group seems to be how the area will be logged,
not the environmental impacts resulting from
the logging. This lowering of the bar by those
who participated in the collaborative process is
not only a major disappointment, but could set a
dangerous precedent.

One of the EA’s failings is that it did not ade-
quately deal with the fact that the large, logged
openings would increase the possibility of dam-
aging flooding and the introduction of large
amounts of sediment resulting from mid-winter
rain of snow events. This is especially important
considering the poor condition of the area’s
streams and the adverse effect of sediment en-
tering Lake Coeur d'Alene.

KEA sent a press release alerting the public
that the Forest Service deliberately misrepre-
sented the type of logging that would be con-
ducted in the Blue Alder timber sale. Instead of
expressing dismay at the Forest Service’s decep-
tion, the Coeur d'Alene Press felt it more impor-
tant to shoot the messenger. In its editorial, it
relies on the old, hackneyed retort, that even if
KEA provides solid reasons to oppose a timber
sale then it must be against all logging in our
national forests. KEA is not opposed to all tim-
ber sales, only those that damage our forested
ecosystems.

We must never forget, we are the owners of
our national forests and have the right to defend
them.
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MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

Dear Friend and Member of KEA:

We would like to take this oppor-
“ tunity to thank you for your past sup-
/I port of Kootenai Environmental Alli-
“/ ance. Your membership helps pro-

% vide the solid foundation that makes
4 possible all of our efforts to preserve
</ our natural resources. Thanks to

4/ our faithful members, we’ve been

7 able to do so much over the last 36

< years.
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o We believe the Kootenai Environ-
2 mental Alliance, one of the few truly
o, grassroots organizations in Idaho, is
& the best local resource for exploring
b options to protect our natural land-
2 scapes and quality of life, be it
Ef through water conservation and allo-
ﬁgﬁ cation, zoning and planning on our
‘Lgf lands, and sustaining local commu-
‘Lgf nity practices. What better invest-
ment can you imagine than preserv-
4 ing our natural landscapes and qual-
</ ity of life?

Watch for your 2009 Renewal Let-
ters coming by the end of the year.
As KEA grows, so does our need for
dependable annual revenue.

Please consider increasing your
membership this year.

MANY THANKS!
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(cont 8d f r 0Roadleasg e 1 of the forest. It would seem that the Forest Ser-
vice would want to preserve these last native
forests, especially considering the beneficial ef-
fect they have on helping to mitigate the cur-
rent climate change crisis.

Alternative 4 would allow logging and road
construction in Magee, Spion Kop, and Tepee
Creek, three currently beautiful and biologically
important roadless areas on the Coeur d’Alene

National Forest. Alternative 4 classifies 1,800 The final EIS and associated documents,
acres of Magee, 3,300 acres of Spion Kop, and the 2001 Roadless Rule, and additional informa-
for 1,800 acres in Tepee Creek areas as being tion can be found at the Forest Service website
in a CPZ. No true communities are located in http://roadless.fs.fed.us/. The final rule for the

any of these roadless areas contrary to the CPZ  roadless areas in Idaho will be published in Oc-
designation. Under the 2001 Roadless Rule no tober, 2008.

road construction would be allowed in these ar- .
eas.

The final EIS on pages 34 and 35 describes KEA AUTHORS | N COEUR DOALEN!
a number of significant characteristics that are KEA has donated. and the Coeur d’Alene Li-

associated with roadless areas. They include: brary has accepted two books written by for-
high quality or undisturbed soil, water, and air, mer KEA Board Members. It’s Easy Being
sources of pgblic drinking.vyater, diversity of Green, by Crissy Trask, a Handbook for Earth-
plant and animal communities, and reference Friendly Living, is an informative guide offer-
landscapes. The Aquatics discussion on page ing advice and tips on adopting greener buy-
233 of the final EIS includes the following state- ing habits, finding earth-friendly products
ments: Idaho Roadless Areas fpnctlon as bio- shopping for green products online and culti-
logical strongholds for populations of threat- vating a sustainable environment. From en-
ened., endangered, .and sensitive species. They ergy, transportation and home improvement
provide large, rglatlvely undevglope_d Ian_d- . to the kitchen, bathroom and cleaning, It’s
scapes that are important to biological fjlver5|ty Easy Being Green presents a strategy for living
and ',c,he long-term survival of many at-risk spe- 3 heajthier, greener life without the fuss. Our
Cies.” On page 235 the following statement is Future Travel, by Jim Ball, a transportation ex-
found in thg phscussmn of Aquatic Ecosystems. pert who explores the management failings of
The 9.3 million acres of Idaho Roadless Areas  tha American transportation system, proposes
play an important role in the condition of innovative and compelling corrective actions,
aquatic ecosystems and aquatic species across and explains the fantastically fast, safe and
the State. comfortable system we can and will have when

In spite of the acknowledgement by the we make it a national priority. Stop by our lo-
Forest Service of the importance of the native cal beautifuly Coeur d’Alene library and

forests in roadless areas, a close reading of the ~ browse.
final EIS clearly shows logging and road con-

struction activities associated with Alternative 4
would negatively impact roadless areas and the

associated values including: high quality water We would like to take this opportunity to
and undisturbed soil, healthy fish and wildlife acknowledge and thank our foundations for
populations, and municipal water supplies. their generous support in 2008.

It is irresponsible, to say the least, that the

Forest Service would allow additional road con- The Bullitt Foundation
struction on the Coeur d'Alene National Forest,
which is distinguished by having the highest

density of roads in the national forest system. Patagonia
The last 50 years of logging and road building
have severely impacted the biological integrity Laird Norton Foundation

The Brainerd Foundation

Kootenai Environmental Alliance www.kealliance.otg
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Through out the past season of Community Roots we have witnessed volunteers from various sides of the
social spectrum finding common ground under a fruit tree or sharing a good laugh while trimming rhubarb
leaves for the compost pile. Interesting discussions are being held at the Community Roots harvests and
unlikely friendships have developed as a result of that dialogue.

Early this spring when planning for the second season of Community Roots, we decided to focus our atten-
tion on engaging our volunteers. To work towards this goal, we developed what’s called the “Roots Registry”.
The Roots Registry is basically a listing of locally donated fruit trees and their general harvest timeframes.
The key component of the Registry is that it encourages fruit tree owners to register their trees before the
fruit is ready to be picked. Early registration of fruit trees has made for easier coordination and ultimately
larger volunteer participation.

One of the many great harvests of the season was held in partnership with United Way of Kootenai County
for their first annual “Day of Caring”. The purpose of the event was to connect volunteers from local busi-
nesses with area non-profit agencies. Community Roots worked with a team of volunteers from Kootenai Ti-
tle for a day of harvesting, weighing, and delivering of fruit to 8 food assistance facilities in the area. The
event turned out to be a memorable experience for all who were involved. Much thanks goes out to Caruso’s
Deli for donating the delicious lunch for our volunteers.

In planning for the next season of Community Roots, we are realizing that economically our community is in
a very different place than we were last Spring. Next season we plan to continue our produce deliveries and
our fruit tree harvests, but primarily we want to focus our energy on starting a Community Garden. Why? Be-
cause we feel that having the knowledge to produce and preserve our food is a community investment tool
at its purest form.

Community Roots is partnering with The Garden District to help create a Community Garden in Spring
of 2009 which will be located at 10th and Foster in downtown Cd’A. We will be sharing more with you about
this project in the 2009 Spring edition of Perspectives. If you have an interest in participating in the Commu-
nity Garden, please contact Korrine at (208) 659-0287 or send an e-mail to rootscontact@care2.com.

- Korrine Kreilkamp, Community Roots Program Coordinator

BN

ONoO unempl oyment insurance can be compared to
a plot of -Hennyd&ord

Season 2007 of Community Roots 3,386 Ibs. was delivered to food assistance facilities.
Season 2008 4,035 Ibs. of produce has been delivered.

Y =T I ] ¢ Y=Y o PPN $252.39 Grocery Value
ADDIES $3,299.42 Grocery Value
PIUMIDS o $567.21 Grocery Value
Staple Veggies (Tomatoes, Radishes, Cauliflower, Onions etc.) .............ccccoeeiinienn.. $1,211.00 Grocery Value

Total Grocery Value $5,330.02

Special Thanks Goes Out To: KEA Business Member Underground Expressions for donating the ever-so-cool 100%

Organic Community Roots Volunteer T-Shirts. Thanks to KEA Business Member Killarney Farms for their aftermarket
produce donations and their continued support of the program. Thanks to Anissa Duwaik for donating her fabulous
Hummus and Tubuleh for numerous harvest lunches throughout the season.

Kootenai Environmental Alliance ~www.kealliance.otg
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LAND USE UPDATE tween Hayden and Kootenai County that states
that the City of Hayden has the last word on how

HAYDEN CANYON DEVELOPMENT PROJECT it is developed. You can find the ACI agreement
Submitted by Phil Clements on the City’s website.

The City of Hayden turned down the Hayden There appears to be a missing element when
Canyon Development Project with a three to one the concerns of the people living in Hayden and
vote at a quasi-judicial hearing in July. At a City  Kootenai Couty are not heard. The argument for

Council meeting on September 9th, under the annexation of the Hayden Canyon Development
category of “Unfinished Business,” the City Coun- Project falls apart, and we are still left with the
cil, with a unanimous vote, overturned the July  issues of traffic congestion, no revenue for

decision. “ What happened?” you might ask. At  schools, loss of airport utility, geological inap-

the September meeting, the City Council stated propriateness, and the burden on taxpayers.

this decision was a legislative matter, therefore =~ Check out our website at www.HDDHurts.org for

the City Council could act without prior public more information.

input_ The mysteryls: HOWdidaquaSi-_]udiCial P 000 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000

decision turn into a legislative matter? Was the KEA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

matter classified as “Unfinished Busines” on the

City Council agenda as a continuation of the VACANCY

hearing? + Help chart the course for KEA! Our Board of

s Directors is currently looking for qualified

¢ individuals who are willing to support the or-

2 ganization at a more involved level by becoing a

:member of the board of directors. We are look-

« ing for individuals who can assist the Board
«with policies and strategic planning as well as

-fundralsmg The Board meets monthly. Contact

s our office for more information. 208-667-9093

The Developer for the Project argued that if
Hayden Canyon were developed in the County, it
would not follow the outline of the City of Hay-
den’s comprehensive plan. The property encom-
passing the Hayden Canyon Development Project «
falls entirely within Hayden’s Area of City Impact
(ACI) and is covered under the agreement be-

DOMA Coffee Roasting Company
is offering a fantastic incentive.

BUY DOMA COFFEE AT PILGRIMS MARKET, KEA RECEIVES 10%

DOMA uses our business as a way to inspire others and realizes we have
a broader responsibility and accountability as citizens of the planet.

Local Business Feature

As a member of the green coffee importing collective, Cooperative Cof-
fees, we purchase certified organic, fair trade and direct relationship cof-
NEW FROM fee directly from the farmers. DOMA Coffee Company strives to promote
fair trade and sustainable development alternatives in these farming com-
munities while continuing to sell the highest quality coffee on the mar-
9 E ket. While many companies involvement in fair trade is limited to buying
f /a“ / ﬁ a particular item from their suppl_ier, we feel it is necessary for us to t_ake
/’é/""Z 2z /w / it a step further and we are building long-term, direct (personal) relation-

DOMA Coffee Company also believes in our relationship with KEA and their grassroots activities
on environmental issues as we all benefit from their actions. It is our hope that this incentive
program will create a greater awareness (as well as membership) in KEA across our community.

By donating 10% of all coffee sales at Pilgrims Market, we as a community can contribute to
KEA and the good work they do every day. (and enjoy a cup of coffee while doing so).

Kootenai Environmental Alliance www.kealliance.otg
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1 Sign me up!

| want to become a member and add my voice and support to protect our spectacular forests,

rivers, lakes, streams, rural areas and quality of life.

__$15 Living lightly/Student

__$25 Regular __$250 Steward

__%$35 Joint __$500 Defender

__$50 Family __$1000 Simply Wonderful
__$75 Friend __$50 Business

Name

Mailing Address:

__$100 Supporter

I’ll pledge a monthly giftof $________
__send me a monthly reminder

Planned Giving

Kootenai Environmental Alli-

ance offers a variety of
planned giving opportunities

for you. Gifts of stock, real

|

l

l

City: State: Zip: estate, and other assets may |
offer tremendous tax sav- I

E-mail: Phone: ings for you and provide us *
: ; with a greater net gift to |

___My check is enclosed. ___l'would like to volunteer. continue our efforts. If you *

. _ . . . are interested in planned |
Mail to: Kootenai Environmental Alliance giving, call 208-667-9093.  »
P.O. Box 1598, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816-1598 |

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INVESTMENT IN KOOTENAI ENVIRONMENTAL ALLIANCE |

LI_I_I_I_l_l_I_I_I_I_I_I_l_l_l_l_l_l_l_l_l_l

Please let these businesses know you appreciate their support of KEA. Thank You!

Art Spirit Gallery
208-765-6006

Camera Corral
208-664-2420

Compuchex
667-1516

Dodge Construction
208-667-3350

Doma Coffee Roasting Co. LLC
208-773-0066

Eagle Marine Supply
208-263-1314

Emerson Valuation
208-772-4888

Handshake Productions
208-667-3162

Jacklin Land Co.
773-7581

Killarney Farms

Multi-Pure Drinking Water Filters
208-765-5056

Pilgrims Natural Market
676-9730

Ribbonwood Products
208-660-1701

ROV, Inc.
208-765-0841

Silver Creek Signs
208-765-3635

Specialty Tree Services, Inc.
208-667-2128
Sports Cellar, Inc
208-664-9464
Sylvia Darcy Photography
208-676-9212

Underground Expressions, Inc
208-664-4763

Westwind Naturals
208-689-3688

Kootenai Environmental Alliance
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We keep our ear to the ground and eyes on the future

DAY SEASON!
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Each lake print is available in 11x17, framed or unframed, and are also available as beautiful 5x7

Notecards with envelopes.

Framed Prints: $40.00 Unframed Prints: $20.00

Notecards: $3.00 each.

Contact the office at kea@kealliance.org or 667-9093 to place your order.



