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Proposed Blackwell Island Marina Expan- County Comprehensive Plan Before
sion Raises Environmental Questions Commissioners for Final Approval
By Wes Hanson By Terry J. Harris

The Hagadone Corporation (under the
name of Marina Yacht Club, LLC) has resub-
mitted plans to dredge and expand the
Blackwell Island Marina on Coeur d'Alene
Lake at the Spokane River. The Idaho De-
partment of Lands and U.S. Army Corps of

After more than two years of
meetings, workshops, hear-
ings and debate, along -
awaited third and final draft

of the Comprehensive Plan,
which was completed by the

Engineers will hold a joint public hearing Kootenai County Planning
on June 4, 2009 at 6 p.m in the Sundance Commission in January, is now before the
Room of the IDL office, at 3780 Industrial Board of County Commissioners for their fi-

nal approval. Three days of public hearings
are scheduled by the Board for May 27, 28,

and June 1. If adopted, this Comprehensive
Plan will replace the current version adopted
more than 15 years ago.

Growth in Kootenai County has made the
need to update and modernize the Comprehen-
sive Plan much more acute. Even in the eco-
nomic downturn, Kootenai County is expected
to grow at a rate slightly above the national av-
erage, and the County will need to accommo-

Avenue South in Coeur d'Alene.

The proposal calls for the removal of hun-
dreds of tons of toxic sediments from the bot-
tom of Coeur d'Alene Lake, to be disposed of
in landfills on the Blackwell Island floodplain.
By expanding, the project will add new boat
slips, docks, a new and improved boat ramp,
fueling station and crane, and new capacity
for 128 jet -skis. The current proposal is a sec-
ond attempt at regulatory approval of the ma-

rina expansion. The first proposal was aban- date another 60,000 residents or more in the

doned several years ago when many environ- next 20 years. This corresponds to an influx

mental questions regarding the marina dredg- approximately equivalent to the current popula-

ing and spoil disposal went unanswered. tions of Coeur doAl ene and
To Hagadoneds credit, : bined. The effectwill be quite pronounced on

have been made since the last application was the Rathdrum Prairie, but development pres-

submitted. The location of sediments con- sures in rural areas will increase enormously.

taining various toxic mining wastes has been The draft Plan before the Board still main-

determined and a removal and disposal plan tains the overarching goals to direct

Kootenai Environmental Alliance — www.kealliance.org
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Parting Words from outgoing Executive Director
Barry Rosenberg

Kootenai ]
Environmental : Just in case you havendt heard, aft
. « a half with Kootenai Environmental Alliance) of working to protect
Alliance : : ~ . .
- iour regionds waters, forest, wildlife
== : put myself out to pasture and test the retirement waters. | agree
OHIng WOl SAr ol aund TWi t_h President Op ama, 0 ltds time for
and our eyes on the future. + | will pass the baton to Terry Harris, who joined KEA last
: November as a Conservation Advocate for our Land Use program.
MISSION STATEMENT : Terry became Executive Director on May 16, as he pry -ed my
To conserve, protect and restore the : arthritic fingers from my computer. We are very fortunate to have

environment, with particular emphasis
on the Idaho Panhandle
and the Coeur

: Terry. For those of you who have worked with him know of his
doAlL : competgnge, passion and his strategic and organizing skills.
: Am | sure that | can place my passion/compulsion to work for

OFFICE : the preservation of the natural world in abeyance? No, | am not
408 Sherman Avenue, #301 s sure | can pull it off, but | am sure that | want to live on a full time
P. O. Box 1598 : basis with my wife, spend more time with my family and return to
Coeur dOoAl enel598 | D:the dream@hat my wife, son and | had 34 years ago when we began
208 -667 -9093 : to carve out a life of partial self  -sufficiency surrounded by the quiet
Fax: 208 -667 -9093 : beauty of the forest.

www.kealliance.org

My head says itds time to go; my he
: am going to miss all of you who are contributing to the ever
: growing grassroots conservation movement changing the face of
Janet Torline, President : Kootenai County. The partnership between KEA and local activists
Wes Hanson, Vice President thas been very productive. Their o0in t
Korrine Kreilkamp, Secretary our region and tge stzla_te t(}v;{?rds greater protection of our

. environment and quality of life.

Jason Wing, Treasurer One of the highlights of my brief tenure has been the productive
MerlyniNelson relationships KEA has established with state, county and city
Steven Foxx agencies on both sides of the fence as well as many developers and
Ed Buchler consulting engineers.
KEA has also grown stronger and more secure than ever because
STAFE : of the hard work and dedication of our board members whose only
: compensation is seeing that their policies are making KEA an
: effective advocate for the environment. | am indebted to the
« support and flexibility they have given me.
| also want to thank all volunteers who have cheerfully

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Terry J. Harris
Executive Director
terry@kealliance.org

M"ésrg'sithv?/gf:h Coordinator : responded to our pleas. With a limited staff and constantly looming
mikej@my180.net « deadlines, neither KEA nor | could have come close to getting the

. jOb done without your help.
Cathleen O&6Connor: KEAis gifted with a hard working, passionate and knowledgeable
Outreach Coordinator / : staff that is dedicated to working in partnership with our members
Newsletter Editor . A . . .
: . and grassroots activists. Being able to rely on Cathleen, Julie, Mike
cathleen@kealliance.org g . - .
< and Terry to do their good work has made my life much easier.
- . NP Although this is starting to sound like a speech during the Oscar
Woa[;zg Pe:ggrang'ronmen al SCIENtISt < award ceremony, | sincerely want to thank all of our members for
julievan@kealliance.org : your financial and moral support which has made my tenure at KEA
: one of the most exciting and satisfying experiences in my
Perspectives is published quarterly by the . conservation career.
EKootena}i Envirqnmgntal Alliance, a 501(0)(3) | am | eavin g prepar e d for anyt hin g,
.nonproflt organization. Views expressed in
:this publication reflect the opinions of the : porch and my wife asks me what | am doing and | tell her nothing.
:She is sure to come back with thatos

« individual authors and may not necessarily
‘be‘heomc'a'p°s't'°”°fKEA will say, o1 6m not finished yet. o6

+ Send your comments to kea@kealliance.org.

Kootenai Environmental Alliance — www.kealliance.org
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(Continued from pagé) County Comprehensive Plan

development to areas of the
county better able to sustain
it, to provide greater protec-
tions to our rural areas, and
to direct development away
from open space and sensi-
tive areas. However, a pow-
erful development lobby, in-
cluding builders and realtors and other business
interests, is insisting that the draft Plan is too
oregulatorydé and woul d
amount, location, and types of development that
would be allowed in the future.

The current draft plan, as revised by the Plan-
ning Commission, retains land use categories
designed to maintain rural densities in rural and
resource areas in order to protect natural re-
sources and preserve rural lifestyles. Less dense
zoning is also likely to slow the increasingly
sprawl -like development patterns into the rural
areas, and will better protect valuable open
space. The draft also calls for heightened scru-
tiny and additional pre -approval studies for lar-
ger developments (now si
Communitiesd which woul d
thing larger than 100 units) and restricts such
large developments from resource or open space
areas.

If the Board of Commissioners adopts some
version of this Comprehensive Plan, the stage
will be set for the much more critical process of
rewriting the zoning ordinance, zoning maps
and development regulations. Such zoning laws
and maps havenot been r
County since the 1970s.

Kootenai Environmental Alliance has supplied
the Board of Commissioners with very detailed
comments on this final draft, and KEA will be
testifying at the hearings. KEA will be generally
supportive of the current version of the plan,
and will urge the Board to adopt the Comprehen-
sive Plan with a number of amendments. See
www.kealliance.org for the comments them-
selves and any up -to-the -minute details.

b ¢ ineir search.

e\

Thinking about Land
By Wes Hanson

As snow melts, weighted brush springs up. |
notice crocuses and buttercups are telling me
t heyol | bl oom agai n.
remember my commitment to the land. | live
on a quarter section farm protected as wildlife
habitat through a conservation easement.

The varied thrush has come and gone into
Sspringds tapestry. Chi
which crowded the feeder over winter widen
Swallows glide effortlessly above,

and a rufous -sided towhee nips bugs within
snarled brush outside the window.
How do | fit in? And what is the relation-
ship of people and land?
| clean out bird houses and survey fallen
trees. | mend what snow broke down. These
labors define me, give me value, and connect
me to what endures. | am part of the same
spring tapestry, not separate from it.
l snét this also true
long winter, we turn soil for dreamed of gar-
r dens, or walk through spring's chilly mix of
wind and sun, or simply sit on steps absorbing
warmth. We crave nature's balm and are re-
stored by it. It feels good to be alive and ex-
perience the joy of living here.

Land endures and people do as well. Both
are wedded. Surely we are the caretakers of
the land and our communities. But just as
surely the land sustains our spirits and gives us
personal meaning and community identity.

If we think of ourselves as individuals alone,
we view land as an extension of ourselves,
sometimes selling it to advance private ambi-
tions. If we live comfortably among neighbors,
we understand the land sustains our communi-
ties. If we recognize that many wild creatures
live around us, we know the land makes living
possible for them. Disturbing it has many re-
percussions. The fate of the land is entwined
with our fate, and both are worth protecting.

Nudged

ckade

Kootenai Environmental Alliance

www.kealliance.org
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(Continued from pag#) Blackwell Island

proposed. This plan involves placing water -filled

coffer dams at each end of the marina, pumping
water out of the marina basin, dredging sedi-
ment laced with heavy metals, storing it perma-
nently on Blackwell Island's floodplain, and in-
stalling a bottom liner to prevent ground water
contamination.

However, the proposed marina renovation
and expansion remains a massive project and
many issues remain that if unresolved could af-
fect public health and the environment. Environ-
mental groups, including Kootenai Environ-
mental Alliance, are most concerned with a lack
of independent oversight, contaminated sedi-
ment disposal, water pollution, loss of public
access, and safety.

A major problem is the project's lack of inde-
pendent monitoring. To protect the commu-
nity's health and the environment, independent
regulatory agency oversight is absolutely essen-
tial at critical junctures in the project to make
sure the permit requirements are met. The appli-
cant should be required to provide resources for
such oversight. Inspections should take place
during dredging and sediment storage opera-
tions, the disposal of contaminated water, the
installation of the bottom liner, and at other
times deemed necessary by the agencies.

According to the application, dredged toxic

sedi ments wil|l be stored
posal facilitiesdéd on BI

posal begs the question as to whether it is wise
to store toxic materials permanently on a flood-
plain where they may leach into surface water
and the aquifer or be made soluble by rain and
melting snow or washed down river in a flood.
Certainly, safely disposing of thousands of cubic
yards of toxic sediment presents a difficult prob-
lem. In the first application, the proposal called
for burying toxic spoils off  -site in an undesig-
nated repository. Now the proposal calls for on
site storage on a floodplain. As a general rule,
toxic wastes should be permanently isolated

from the environment in a government certified
and managed hazardous waste repository some-
where other than a floodplain.

Moreover, surface and ground water may be-
come contaminated when toxic sediments con-
taining lead, arsenic, cadmium, zinc, and silver
are removed or if they leach from the confined
disposal facilities. Contaminated water needs to
be treated or pumped safely away from the site.
Also, the applicant seeks to extend the construc-
tion period from three years requested before to
six years in this application. There is some con-
cern that an extended construction period will
affect public passage through the marina, but
more critically that such a long construction pe-
riod will make it that much more difficult to
keep toxic materials from entering the environ-
ment.

In addition, the project's layout threatens wa-
ter quality. A proposed gas dispensing dock
would be located at the far end of the marina, in
essentially a cul de sac next to US 95. The gas
stationds | ocation wou
stream from the canal that carries water past the
Bureau of Land Management's recreation site to
the west and into the Spokane River.

Photo Credit: Julie Dalsaso

"Find your place on the planet.
Dig in, and take responsibility from there.
0Gary Snyder

Kootenai Environmental Alliance — www.kealllance.org
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Bl ackwell l sl and
At previous hearings, citizens repeatedly re-
guested the applicant locate the fuel dock at the
marina's southern end to allow ample time for
cleanup should a petroleum spill occur. Relocat-
ing it where the marina meets the lake would

also make it more convenient for the marina's
customers and the boating public to fuel their
boats.

The fuel station's proposed location would
also create dangerous boat congestion as large
motorized crafts travel the marina's considerable
length to fill their tanks and return all the way
back through the marina to the lake. Canoe and
kayak paddlers traveling through the marina
from the BLM site to the lake and back would
also have to contend with this boat traffic and
the 128 jet -skis proposed for the marina. The
applicant should relocate the fuel depot at the
marina's southern mouth to make the marina a
safe place to navigate. In addition, locating a
public pump station at the marina's southern
mouth would make it convenient for the marina's
customers and the general public to empty sew-
age there rather than directly into the lake.

The new proposal indicates that a permanent
industrial crane will be operating at this site to
lift boats up to 60 feet long, and the installation
of two 60 by 27 foot docks for big craft. Moving
these facilities to the marina's southern end
would eliminate the eyesore of the industrial
crane and the need to dredge so much material
from the shallow, contaminated northern end.

In this proposal, the applicant proposes stabi-
lizing the shoreline with riprap and vegetation or
a seawall. This hardening of the shoreline is in-
creasingly a problem, however. In western Wash-
ington very little riprap is being used to protect
shorelines because it is not fish
tect shorelines from large boat and jet ski ero-
sion and to promote a healthy aquatic environ-
ment, greener methods of stabilizing shorelines
should be adopted.

Of some public concern, the applicant seeks
to eliminate the general public's access at the

-friendly. To pro-

(cont 0d nharina'sraupch sitel JThis runs contrary to the

Idaho Department of Lands' Navigational Waters
Procedures that say, "If a boat ramp is author-
ized for a commercial marina, the permit should
typically specify that the facility will be open to
the public." More, not less, public lake access is
needed. Also, the applicant wants to extend the
marina further into the lake to accommodate
more slips and | arger
there is a real need for more capacity at Lake
Coeur d'Alene's northern end to justify the re-
guested encroachment south of Blackwell Island.
The Department of Lands' chief obligation under
Idaho's Public Trust Doctrine is to protect the
public's ownership and interest in the lake and
not allocate sections of its surface to what in fact
would be de facto permanent private ownership.

These problems need to be resolved by the
applicant to the satisfaction of the Department
of Lands and the Corps of Engineers before any
per mits
health and safety and the environment, this pro-
ject needs to be done right.

Interested persons are encouraged to write
to the Department of Lands and Corps of En-
gineers expressing any concerns about this
project before May 27, or testify at the hear-
ing on June 4.

Letters should be sent to :

Carl Washburn, Specialist

Navigable Waters/Submerged Lands Leasing
Idaho Department of Lands

3706 Industrial Avenue South

Coeur d'Alene, ID 83815

Re: Application No. L -95-S-3212

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Walla Walla District Regulatory Office
201 North Third Avenue

Walla Walla, WA 99362

Re: Application No. NWW No. 051200031

are issued. To

yacht s

prot

Kootenai Environmental Alliance

www.kealliance.org
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Victory Is In The Doing

For the past two years The Community Roots Program has played an
active role in helping small farmers and backyard gardeners deliver
their surplus produce to food assistance facilities.

After distributing over 7,000 Ibs. of nutritious food, we are now in a

position to move the program to the next level. This new level in-

volves the actual growing of food for charitable donation at Coeur

d6Al enebs first Community Garden fAShared

Last fall the program began working with the neighbors of the Down-
town Garden District to plan and implement the Shared Harvest Community Garden.
Much like the Victory Gardens of the World War | & Il era, the Shared Harvest Garden is
rooted in promoting, social service, resource conservation, community sustainability,
and education. The fAShared Harvesto vision is for
52 plot garden to be donated to food banks, soup kitchens and transitional homes
throughout the area.

Community Roots volunteers will be tending a large plot at
the garden and will be donating all of the food that is
grown to local food assistance facilities. Later in the sea-
son, the program will also be utilizing the garden as a drop
spot for city and rural gardeners who wish to donate their
surplus produce. Throughout the years we have been built
strong relationships with 13 area facilities which has en- Shared }”laIDV@ St
abled us to develop a delivery schedule that incorporates

hours of operation, storage capacities, and the types of foods accepted by each facility.

With Community Roots serving in two areas of the garden, volunteer opportunities also

existin two areas. @ The Gardners will help tend the Community Roots plot and will pre-

pare produce donations from the garden for delivery at food assistance facilities. The

Riders will sign up for delivery routes where they will be hauling donated produce from

the garden and the downtown farmerdés market to fo
duce distributions will be transported primarily through the utilization of bicycle carts.

What sets todayés community gardens apart from th
present day challenges. The culmination of less available farmland, irrigation water, and

stable climate coupled by the current economic crisis, means the value of lawns, vacant

lots, local water and local food producing talent is moving towards high demand.

The ol d saying AVictory Is In The Doingo definite
movement. The successful partnership between The Community Roots Program and
Shared Harvest Community Garden involves all ages from all walks of life in the doing.
Just in the first few months it been amazing to witness the transformation of the garden
and clear connection between people and the very earth that feeds them.
-Korrine Kreilkamp

Kootenai Environmental Alliance — www.kealllance.org
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Community Roots Pre - Season Volunteer Meeting
Wednesday, May 27th at 6:00 -7:00PM

Location: 945 N 6th St. 2 0LGWRZQ &GTIT1%
Please call Korrine at 659 -0287 if you plan to come.

This season we are asking that everyone who is interested in participating in The
Community Roots Program attend a short volunteer meeting. At the meeting we will
explain details about what is involved in being a Community Roots Volunteer. We hope
to see you there regardless of the amount of time you have to give to the program.

New Water -Wise Garden

WISH LIST:
Kootenai Environmental Alliance has
New or used bicycle carts been partnering with the C
Bicycle baskets Alene to promote water conservation, and
we are pleased to announce we have be-
Produce scale gun the installation ofa ~ xeriscape dem-
Wooden crates onstration garden . The xeriscape garden
will utilize plants native to North Idaho and
Gardening tools other draught tolerant plants to achieve a
Large dry erase board or water -efficient landscape. This water  -wise
demonstration garden is located at the
chalk board Shared Harvest Community Garden
Large Cooler outside the 10 " Street fence line; hopefully
it will inspire and motivate others to use
Garden Hoses water -efficient landscapes at their homes
Refrigerator (energy efficient) and businesses.

Kootenai Environmental Alliance — www.kealllance.org



