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Conserving, protecting, and restoring the environment for thirty-four years 

because our quality of life depends on the quality of our environment. 

 

The Comprehensive Plan  

Is Your Plan !    

 

 

Kootenai Countyõs Planning Com-

mission is now revising chapters of 

the 1994 comprehensive plan.  Indi-

vidual chapters will be available online for public 

review and comment at http://www.kcgov.us/

departments/planning/newcompplan.asp . 

 

The revision effort began when the county com-

missioners called for the planõs update.  As you 

know, conditions have changed in the county 

over the past 13 years, and the plan needs to ad-

dress them.  

 

The commissioners hired Kezziah Watkins, a 

public opinion consulting firm, to determine 

what the public values and wants emphasized in 

Kootenai Countyõs comprehensive plan revision.  

After tallying public opinion questionnaires and 

feedback from many countywide meetings, Kez-

ziah Watkins reached the following conclusions:  
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� Ńever doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can change the world.  In-

deed, it is the only thing that ever has ���µ��ñMead 

  
             You are one of these citizens.   

Kootenai Environmental Alliance     www.kealliance.org 
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PARKS DEPARTMENT  

EMBARKS ON A  

WATER CONSERVATION  

PROGRAM.  
 

The Coeur dõAlene Parks Department is in the 

process of converting its parks to a water con-

servation system that will conserve up to 30% in 

water consumption.  The system will shut down 

a valve in the irrigation system if there is a 

break in a main line, a lateral line or a broken 

sprinkler.  The soil moisture will regulate the 

amount of irrigation. It will also shut down the 

system when it rains, provided that the amount 

of rain is enough to provide a pre -determined 

amount of soil moisture. Once damage is de-

tected in an irrigation line, the monitor/

controller at the park site will send a message 

back to the central computer notifying the tech-

nician of the problem and identifying the park 

and the location.  This will save a lot of time in 

fieldwork because it will greatly reduce the  
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