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Volume Limits a Reality  

for Municipal Water Rights 

Requests  

                            By Julie Vanmiddlesworth  

     The Kootenai Environmental 

Alliance has been focused on water conservation 

and appropriate allocation of water resources in 

our region for many years now. Two recent de-

velopments are both        constructive and  en-

couraging.  

     First, the Final Memorandum regarding 

òProcessing Applications and Amendments and 

Determining Beneficial Use for non -RAFN        

Municipal Water Rightsó from the Idaho Depart-

ment of Water Resources (IDWR) has been       

released. The Memorandum distinguishes       

between municipal water providers for growing 

communities like cities, and applicants with a 

fixed number of connections (real estate devel-

opments). Previously, all municipal providers 

were essentially lumped together under one 

regulatory scheme. Under the memo, a 

òreasonably anticipated future needsó (RAFN)   

assessment is required for growing communi-

ties, and hard overall volume limits are placed on 

water providers with fixed unit developments.  

      KEA is very pleased with the memoõs policy 

changes for Applications for Permit, because we 

have been fighting for volume limits, appropriate 

planning, and reasonable allocations of water 

rights for years. This policy revision promotes 

better long -term planning of our water resources 

and brings water allocations for municipal pro-

viders with a fixed number of connections to 

more realistic levels, encouraging water   
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Commissionersõ Avoidance 

of Comp Plan Decision  

(reprinted from the KEA Blog 

(kealliance.wordpress.com)  

At the only deliberation of the 

draft comprehensive plan by the 

Board of County Commissioners 

in the entire month of February, the Commis-

sioners were faced squarely with one of the 

central decisions embedded in the draft plan: 

What density of development should be al-

lowed in our rural areas?  

   Yet, when the decision point arose, Chairman 

Rick Currie kicked the can down the 

road.   òWeõll deal with densities later,ó he said, 

and the Commissioners continued on with their 

seemingly endless and mostly inconsequential 

wordsmithing.  

   Unfortunately, Currieõs decision to not       

decide, coupled with the Commissionersõ      

impossibly slow deliberation, appears to be 

consciously calibrated to the upcoming election 

cycle.  It is painfully obvious that the delibera-

tions will not be completed before the primary 

election this spring.  

   However, after nine months of deliberation, 

citizens of Kootenai County are entitled to 

know where the Commissioners stand.  On the 

single most important decision these commis-

sioners will make for the future of development 

in the County:  Are we going to allow        

sprawl -causing development densities through-

out our rural areas or not? Are we going to   

protect our natural and scenic landscape or 

not?  Will we ever get on with the process of   

re-working hopelessly outdated zoning code or 

not?  ñ> Contõd on page 3 
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http://www.kcgov.us/departments/planning/newcompplan.asp
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A BETTER FUTURE 

       By Wes Hanson  

     When I was growing up near Detroit, there was a clear 

boundary between where cities and small towns ended and the 

country began.  I remember riding in our family car into the 

country on the verge of sleep.  At a certain point, the glare of 

city lights turned into starlight.  Inside the Chevrolet I drifted off 

as tires rapped across concrete expansion joints.  I was heading 

home.  We stopped for stop signs, not signal lights.  We turned 

from pavement onto the gravel road where we lived.  Once I was 

awake enough to see a mother skunk and her children cross in 

front of our headlights from ditch to ditch.  When my father 

turned the engine off, I heard crickets.  

     A few years ago I drove the same route.  By then the country 

was gone.  Subdivisions, office buildings, and malls filled once 

productive farm land.  Residential and commercial lighting 

obfuscated starlight.  All the roads were paved.  Most likely the 

dens where skunks once reared their young had been bulldozed 

to build homes or parking lots.  Cricket sounds had given way 

to the steady electric hum we hear when we seek silence.  

      The past cannot be reconstructed and my nostalgia for it 

provides a pleasant memory.  The trip from Detroit to distant 

Farmington, Michigan was filled with many precious wonders.  

What happened to that land, though, taught me a lesson.  

Landscapes are destroyed because land use planning and 

regulations favor large private land development over conscious 

community planning.  That is what happened in Michigan and is 

happening in Kootenai County.  There, comprehensive plans 

were nonexistent, weak, or not enforced.  Here, the 1994 

comprehensive plan does not have compatible ordinances and 

the old ordinances we do have are not consistently enforced.  

      The conversion of land for development is often called 

òprogress.ó  We were long ago taught to chant slogans like 

òProgress is good." and "You can't stop progress."  But is this 

kind of òprogressó necessarily good, and is it inevitable?  What is 

gained and what is lost when poorly designed developments are 

built in inappropriate locations?  Developers, of course, profit 

tremendously.  They buy cheap land and sell it, developed, for a 

large profit.  Does the community, though, gain much?  The 

landscape is permanently changed, wild animals disappear, 

increased density obliterates open space, and starlight is lost.  

As a community we witness the quality of life diminish, and we 

are usually appalled,  disheartened, and paralyzed.  Should 

development sprawl be accepted as inevitable and be called 

òprogressó when it ruins landscapes and destroys communities? 

     In 2006 thousands of county residents participated in 

Kezziah Watkinsõ "Meeting in a Box" survey to determine what 

they wanted to see included in the new county comprehensive 

plan.  In the surveyõs summary report Kezziah Watkins stated, 

county citizens òexpect the County to find a way to deal with  

growth that makes growth conform to the character of this  
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(contõd from previous page) . . . PLACE 

community rather than the other way around.ó  

Notice that preserving the character of the com-

munity outweighs and subordinates growth, as it 

should if the community is to remain viable.  

     Change and growth are to some extent inevi-

table, but they need to be guided so they do not 

devastate this county, as they have done in 

countless other places across this country.   

     Urban and rural areas need to have signifi-

cantly different densities, and there needs to be 

a sharp break dividing these areas.  It is appro-

priate for more people to live in cities where ur-

ban services are available than in the country 

where they are not available.  Creating this clear 

distinction would result in conscious community 

planning in which developers, land use planners, 

and rural residents actively participate to decide 

when and where development should occur.  

     This would minimize spot zoning and sprawl.  

Second, proposed development designs need to 

harmonize with surrounding land uses, be con-

nected to existing sewer and water services, and 

include provisions for greenbelts and wildlife 

corridors.  Because developments have perma-

nent impacts, developers have a responsibility to 

preserve Kootenai County's rural character and 

the economy it supports.  People visit and live 

here because Kootenai County's rural lands are 

very attractive.  

      Adopting these new ways of approaching 

land use planning will not be easy.  Right now 

many people in the development industry are 

pressuring the County Commissioners to let 

sprawl occur and the real estate market guide 

development.  It is simply not right for a minor-

ity special interest group to impose its will on 

the majority of county residents.  

     I was not old enough to oppose this pressure 

when I grew up in Michigan, but I am old enough 

now.  I hope that you, too, will tell the County 

Commissioners that development needs to re-

flect community values and be located where 

supporting services exist.  I wish my parents had 

supported sound community planning.  Our chil-

dren will thank us if we do now.  

(contõd from page 1) . . . VOLUME LIMITS  

 

conservation. KEAõs work in 

Kootenai County has clearly  

influenced this IDWR memoran-

dum, which is now applicable 

across the state.  

     Additionally, KEA has just reached a settle-

ment with   Hayden Lake Irrigation District (HLID) 

which provides water to 6,000 customers from 

the  Rathdrum Prairie aquifer. HLID agreed to  

reduce its request for two water rights equaling 

4.46 cubic feet per second (òcfsó) to one request 

for 1.34 cfs, as implementation of water        

conservation measures and infrastructure       

improvements reduced the need for more water. 

This resulted in a savings of over 2 million     

gallons of water per day. Like many regional   

water providers on the Rathdrum Prairie, HLID is 

switching from agricultural use to subdivisions 

and from crops to bluegrass.  

     Demands on the Rathdrum Prairie aquifer are 

increasing dramatically with population growth. 

Voluntary conservation measures, such as those 

negotiated with HLID, as well as greater aware-

ness of our water resources and how to conserve 

them will be imperative if we want to maintain in

-stream flows in the Spokane River as the region 

grows.  

     KEA, led by former executive director Barry 

Rosenberg, has been pressuring IDWR, large  

municipal water providers and developers to   

acknowledge our precious, finite water resources 

and allocate only the amount of water that is 

truly needed.  Both the IDWR policy change for 

municipal providers and the settlement with the 

Hayden Lake Irrigation District are great          

accomplishments and important steps towards 

conservation of our limited water resources.  

(Continued from page 1)  COMP PLAN  

 

   At this point, prior to facing vot-

ers in primary elections, ducking 

the issue is as bad as making the 

wrong choice on development den-

sities. The deliberations have been 

a long, slow, and epic failure of leadership.   

   The Commissioners meet again March 3
rd

. 

How can development be made to òconform 

to the character of this communityó?  The 

answers are simple.  
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Announcing A New Local Food Project!  
 

After several successful years of collecting and distributing over 16,000 lbs. of 

fresh produce to feed the hungry, Community Roots is creating a new way to 

further strengthen our local food system. Starting in 2010, the Roots program 

will be building a charitable community supported agriculture (CSA) farm in  

Dalton Gardens.  

 

What is a CSA?   

A CSA is a beneficial arrangement between farmer and community.                       

In exchange for financial support in the spring from the òshareholdersó, the 

farmer commits to provide healthy, sustainably grown food throughout the 

growing season.  

 

How Will The Roots Charitable CSA Work?   

CSA shareholders will receive a mixed box of fresh seasonal produce every 

other week through out the growing season. (Starting in June and ending in                

October of 2010) What makes this CSA unique is that half of the CSA Shares will 

be accessible to families of limited means. These low -income subscriptions will 

be supported by an equal number of full -price subscribers and a significant  

percentage of volunteer labor.  

 

The project takes an unused piece of land in Dalton Gardens and turns it into a 

productive working landscape. In doing so it also allows a talented young 

farmer, Caleb Goss, to market food directly to community clients.  

 

The CSA will serve as a demonstration farm for organic farming practices and                  

principles, a facility for gardening and sustainability education, and a platform 

for community engagement and networking with low -income participants.  
 

KEA will be sending out information this Spring on how you can get involved in this exciting new 

project. Community Roots remains committed to itõs work involving charitable surplus food              

distributions and we will continue to have an active presence at the Shared Harvest Community 

Garden.         -  Korrine Kreilkamp  / roots@kealliance.org  

 

Please help us get started by donating items on our Wish List.            

Roots CSA Farm Wish List:  
 

Fencing materials: woven wire, hardware cloth, 

posts, steel, fiberglass, or wood.  
 

Lumber: any usable untreated wood                

products  
 

Broken or forgotten tools, hoes, or shovels  

 

Broken or forgotten carts and wheelbarrows  

 

Beekeeping equipment  

 

Old or unused garbage cans, plastic bins, barrels 

(steel or plastic)  

 

Small plastic pots (2", 3", 4")  

Plug trays and web flats  

 

Uncontaminated manure   

 

Shredder/chipper  

 

Used coolers  

 

Irrigation supplies  

 

Perennial plants: lavender divisions,  raspberry 

runners, blueberry runners  

 

Contact Caleb 755 -0128  

All donations are tax -deductible.  

 

Are you getting a jump start on spring cleaning? 

Donõt forget to donate your used items to our 

annual yard sale coming up in May!  
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An Opportunity to Learn:  

Landscaping with Native Plants  

NIC Personal Interest Classes 2010  

     Native Plants are increasingly used for     

gardening, landscaping, and restoring native 

plant communities. Best adapted to the local 

climate, they seldom need watering, mulching, 

protection from frost, or continuous mowing. 

Learn how to use native plants for natural 

beauty, cost -effective landscaping alternative, 

environmental services, and habitat for wildlife.  

The City of Post Falls and the City of Coeur 

dõAlene may provide utility bill credit equal to 

the cost of this course fee and reference manu-

als for customers who complete this class.  

Check the website of local participating water 

providers or call your water department for  

additional information . 

Tuesdays, March 11 & March 18   $29.00  

Register at www.workforcetraining.nic.edu  

Or call 208 -769 -3333  

Ronnee McGee Botanicals  

Handmade in Coeur dõAlene 208-676 -8844  

Botanical Candles, Soaps & Lotions  

    are currently available in CdA at:  

        Marketplace Gifts in the Resort Plaza Shops  

        Art & Homes Center,Appleway nr Ramsey  

Call for info on fundraising sales for non profits  
 

Surface Water Solutions  

Proprietor: Vera Williams, 208 -371 -4393  

     Surface Water Solutions is about understand-

ing our impacts on water quality; learning ways 

to modify them ñ from compost to chemistry; 

and navigating through the regulatory rapids to 

solutions we can live with.  
 

The Leather Works  

Proprietors: Mark and Mary Rogers  

215 E Sherman Ave., CdA , 208 -676 -0818  

    Sheepskin shearling products and fine leather 

goods, specializing in sheepskin slippers. You 

can also find beautiful leather bags and purses, 

winter hats, deerskin gloves, and leather vests.  
 

Open Ears Web Design    

Proprietor: Jena Pittmon 208 -651 -0655  

Green Website solutions to match your needs. All 

web development done in an earth -sheltered,   

off -grid office.  

THANK YOU  

KEA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2010  

 

for carrying out the mission of KEA, to         

conserve, protect and restore the environment, 

with particular emphasis on the Coeur dõAlene 

Basin and the Idaho Panhandle.  

 

 Janet Torline, President  

 Wes Hanson, Vice President  

 Carol Muzik, Secretary  

 Jason Wing, Treasurer  

 Merlyn Nelson  

 Ed Buchler  

 Karen Hayes  

  For more information visit:  

www.kealliance.org/about -kea/staff -and -board  

WELCOME NEW BUSINESS MEMBERS! 

What I Would Do If I Remade Lakes  
    by Wes Hanson  

I would let fish govern lakes  
and have decisions float around  
awhile.  I would have them meet  
as planning boards to decide  
what would rise on their banks.  

I would give small fish power  
over pike and have fish schools convene  
to learn curriculums marine.  

I would let them issue permits,  
if they chose, to humans and machines  
and bring lawsuits before aquatic judges,  
not ones who sit pontifical on seats.  
 

Would fishing be allowed?  Perhaps.  
Would props cut through fish families  
at meals? Would gray water be dumped out?  
I doubt it.  
 

All this may sound fishy,  
and it may be.  I am not a trout,  
but perhaps if we thought  
about lakes, beyond our needs,  
we might see that they  
are more than water bodies  
that we play in.  
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     FOREST WATCH  

  

Coeur dõAlene River Ranger 

District Timber Sale  

òMt. Coeur dõAlene near Red Beautyó 

     The Coeur dõAlene River Ranger District is in 

the early stages of planning a timber sale in an 

area east of Mineral Ridge. The planning area 

where the proposed Red Beauty timber sale 

would occur includes the Beauty Creek water-

shed and Red Horse Mountain. A scoping notice 

with more detailed information has not been pre-

pared at this time but it may be released to the 

public within two months.    

Rural Dumpsites  
 

     KEA has heard concerns from rural residents 

in Kootenai County about a proposal to reduce 

the existing 14 rural dumpsites to 5 attended 

sites with limited hours of operation . Since 

1997 the county has previously closed 15 rural 

sites.  
 

      The concern is that this policy will lead to a 

proliferation of illegal dumpsites, when the     

convenience of the existing sites is lost. Closing 

so many sites is likely to have significant collat-

eral consequences costing all taxpayers, both 

urban and rural, considerably more funds to 

clean up and restore the inevitable illegal    

dumpsites.  Indeed, a proliferation of illegal 

dumping was what led the county to increase the 

number of rural dumpsites originally.  
 

     A countywide coalition to oppose the         

reduction and closing of rural dumpsites is in a 

formative stage. For more information, contact 

us in the KEA offices and we will connect you 

to the coalition.       

Kootenai Environmental Alliance     www.kealliance.org 

i 

Weõre busy here in the KEA office, with lots of stuff happening on lots of different issues.  

We try not to bombard your email  box too often, but weõve developed some new places to 

get your KEA environmental updates.  

 

Weõve been active on Facebook for a while now ð if you have a Facebook account, be a 

òfanó of Kootenai Environmental Alliance (http://www.facebook.com/kealliance)  . We    

update our Facebook page a couple of times a week.  

  

Weõve also set up a new KEA Blog (http://www.kealliance.wordpress.org) , for longer   

updates and more in depth discussions on a wider range of topics. We hope to be       

updating the blog a couple of times a week too, so check in often or subscribe with your 

electronic newsreaders.  

 

Finally, if you need updates all the time, subscribe to Terryõs new Twitter feed (http://

www.twitter.com/terryatKEA) .  Several times a day, Terry will update whatõs happening 

at KEA or elsewhere in the environmental universe.  

 

Take a look . . . Join us . . . Make a comment . . . Send us feedback . . . Keep in touch.  

KEA: THE NEW FRONTIER  

    REDUCE   RECYCLE   REUSE  

SHARE  

THIS NEWSLETTER  

WITH A FRIEND  
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Art Spirit Gallery  

www.theartspiritgallery.com  208 -765 -6006  

 

Camera Corral  

www.cameracorral.com 208 -664 -2420  

 

Compuchex  

667 -1516  

 

DOMA Coffee Roasting Company  

www.domacoffee.com    208 -667 -1267  

 

Emerson Valuation  

208 -772 -4888  

 

Handshake Productions  

www.handshakeproductions.net  208 -667 -3162  

 

Killarney Farms  
 

The Leather Works  

www.theleatherworks.net 208 -676 -0818  
 

 

Multi -Pure Drinking Water Filters  

208 -769 -9795  

 

Open Ears Web Design  

www.openearsweb.com 208 -651 -0655  

 

Pilgrims Natural Market  

www.pilgrimsmarket.com   208 -676 -9730  
 

Ronnee McGee Botanicals  

208 -676 -8844  
 

ROW Adventures, Inc.  

www.rowadventures.com   208 -765 -0841  

 

Shelter Associates  

www.shelterassociates.com   208 -664 -0372  

 

Silver Creek Signs  

www.silvercreeksigns.com   208 -765 -3635  

 

Specialty Tree Services, Inc.  

www.specialtytree.com   208 -667 -2128  

 

Sports Cellar, Inc  

www.sportscellar.com   208 -664 -9464  

 

Surface Water Solutions  

www.survacewatersolutions.com 208 -371 -4393  
 

Underground Expressions, Inc  

208 -664 -4763  

 

Westwind Naturals  

208 -689 -3688  

In the Spirit of Giving Thanks  

We would like to take this opportunity to 

thank all the wonderful people and busi-

nesses that help make our events a success 

and so much fun!  

KEA Annual Meeting  ñ thank you Steve 

Gibbs at The Art Spirit Gallery for providing 

the beautiful space, to Janet Torline, 

Melanie Candia, Lisa Hall, Theresa 

Shaffer, Denise Clark, Polli Hamlin, Ceci 

Nolthenius, Merlyn Nelson, Wes Hanson, 

Judi Hanna & Kathy Beechler as the      

organizing committee, and to the over 

130 members and friends for  joining us.  A 

very special thank you to our silent auction 

donors  

Thank You  to our Noon Lunch Speakers :  

Mark Addy from the USDA Natural Resources 

Conservation Service,  Mike Chappell, Direc-

tor of the Environmental Law Clinic at Gon-

zaga University;  Ken Fischman, PhD from 

the North Idaho Wolf Alliance, Lisa Keys, 

Planning Director from the City of Hayden, 

Colin Coles from the Planning Department 

with the City of Post Falls.  

Please let these businesses know you appreciate their support of KEA.  Thank You!  

IN MEMORY OF:  DAVID THOMPSON  

  David R. Thompson, 68, of Dalton Gardens, 

passed away at his home in December 2009. 

He loved the outdoors and was most       

contented working in his yard/garden or in 

his shop where he spent many happy times 

with his friends. He was also an avid fisher-

man and an avid golfer, two of his favorite 

pastimes with friends.  He is survived by his 

children, Emma and Cole; a granddaughter, 

his mother and his brother, Byron.  Memorial 

contributions may be made to: Trout Unlim-

ited, National Public Radio or KPBS, or the 

Kootenai Environmental Alliance.  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sign me up! 
 

I want to become a member and add my voice and support to protect our spectacular        

forests,  rivers, lakes, streams,  rural areas and quality of life.  

 

  __$15 Living lightly/Student  __$100 Supporter            Iõll pledge a monthly gift of $________ 

  __$25 Regular    __$250 Steward             __send me a monthly reminder  

  __$35 Joint    __$500 Defender  

  __$50 Family    __$1000 Simply Wonderful  

  __$75 Friend    __$50  Business  

 

 Name___________________________________________________________  

 

 Mailing Address: _______________________________________________ 

 

 City:_________________________________State:______Zip:____________ 

 

 E-mail:_______________________________Phone:____________________ 

 

 ___My check is enclosed.          ___I would like to volunteer.   

  
 Mail to:  Kootenai Environmental Alliance  

  P.O. Box 1598, Coeur dõAlene, ID 83816-1598  

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INVESTMENT IN KOOTENAI ENVIRONMENTAL ALLIANCE  

 

Planned Giving  

 

Kootenai Environmental Alli-

ance offers a variety of 

planned giving opportunities 

for you. Gifts of stock, real 

estate, and other assets may 

offer tremendous tax savings 

for you and provide us with a 

greater net gift to continue 

our efforts.  If you are inter-

ested in planned giving, call 

208 -667 -9093.  


